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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To reduce the variation of a coding variable 
due to the characteristics of an image by using the 
displacement of an image whose forecasting image is to 
be generated from a reference image to control the 
coding variable of an image signal. 

CONSTITUTION: A reference image is set up in each 
frame interval or field interval of an image signal and 
a forecasting image for an image to be formed between 
the reference images is generated based upon the 
reference images. In this case, the coding variable of 
an image signal is controlled by using the displacement 
of the Image whose forecasting image is to be generated 
from the reference image. Namely, the forecasting image 
of each inter-data is generated by a movement 
compensation forecasting device 4 based upon intra-data. 
Consequently, the coding variable^an be changed in 
accordance with a sudden change in the image or the 
change of scenes and the variation of the coding 
variable due to the characteristics of the image can be 
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